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Review: Ara 13
To be quite honest, I've been putting off reviewing this particular book for a week or two
now. Now, I wasn't putting it off because I didn't like the book, but instead because
Drawers & Booths is just blasted hard to describe.

"The stench of burnt rubber mingled with the queer smell of cooked flesh," begins
Drawers & Booths. This innocuous enough beginning seems to be a simple and straight
forward military story. However, perhaps it's better to begin with saying that nothing is
as it seems in Drawers & Booths. The title, in fact, is admittedly a nonsense title that is
very difficult to pronounce correctly. From this initial delving into a standard military
story, the story fragments and becomes a complex journey into metafiction. 

Here it's important to understand exactly what is all encompassed by the term
"metafiction". Metafiction is--basically--a work that does not allow the reader to forget
that they are reading a book. The lines between literary device and reality are prodded
and tested. 

Drawers & Booths will indeed test any reader. The story requires quite a lot of thought
and labor on the part of the reader. One cannot simply sit back and enjoy Drawers &
Booths, because Drawers & Booths will either amuse, offend, or ask a question of the
reader that requires both time and consideration.

This disjointed journey of fiction is not for everyone. In fact, if you're a reader who
prefers only pleasure reading or is somewhat lazy, then steer clear of Drawers & Booths.
However, if you're interested by a story that is approached with wit, satire, irony,
cynicism, and some arrogance while asking questions of morality, the conventions of
literature, and belief then I advise trying Drawers & Booths out, even if you aren't
familiar with metafiction. Just sit down and give Ara 13's book a try--just keep your trust
that the fragmented pieces will all come together. Honestly, revealing any of these twists
seems highly detrimental to the enjoyment of any person who would be interested in
reading Drawers & Booths.

Instead of spoiling these things for the prospective reader, I'd like to say a few things
about 13's book instead. Drawers & Booths was awarded the "Outstanding Book of the
Year Award" in the 2008 Independent Publisher Book Awards--an award that I feel was
justified by the intensively creative debut from 13. Secondly, 13's humor is well-
evidenced in his "about the author" blurb located on the back cover of Drawers & Booths
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and may give the prospective reader a good indication if one will "get along" with 13's
style:

"Ara comes from a long line of primates. His ancestors are directly
responsible for the fashioning of the wheel and the discovery of
fire. One of his ancestors was even he first recorded Homo
sapien. Therefore, the pressure for Ara to succeed is enormous."

However, as previously stated, this disjointed journey of fiction is not for everyone. In
fact, if you're a reader who prefers only pleasure reading or is somewhat lazy, then steer
clear of Drawers & Booths.
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